
City of Durand 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2026 
 
Meeting was held at City Hall, 104 E. Main St. and called to order at 6:00pm by Mayor Patrick J 
Milliren. 
 
Roll Call: Present – Council Members Travis Hooker, LeAnna Kavanaugh, Mark Menke, and 
Matt Roesler, Nick Weisenbeck and Robert Weishapple.   
 
Staff Present: Administrator Tracy Carlson, Public Works Director Matt Gilles, and Police Chief 
Stan Ridgeway. Absent: City Clerk Angela Morgan, 
 
Others in attendance: Sean Scallon for Courier Wedge 
 
Confirmed proper notice of agenda. All rose for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Weishapple and seconded by Menke to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
The City Council reviewed the following: Regular Council Meeting Minutes – June 24, 2026; 
Budget comparison report for June, 2026 and DIG’s requst for street closure for Music in the 
Park for July 15, 2026.  Motion by Roesler and seconded by Hooker to approve the consent 
agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Business Agenda:  
 
Public hearing on application for “Class A” Liquor and Class “A” Fermented Malt Beverage 
Licenses for Harry 1 dba To Go at 610 Highway 10 East. Mayor Milliren called the public 
meeting to order at 6:03pm.  He called for public comments.  None were heard.  The public 
hearing was adjourned at 6:04pm.   
 
Renewal application for “Class A” Liquor and Class “A” Fermented Malt Beverage Licenses for 
Harry 1 dba To Go at 610 Highway 10 East.  Roesler moved to approve the renewal application.  
Seconded by Weisenbeck.  Motion carried.   
 
Renewal application for coin operated machine license application for The Spot Bar.  Roesler 
moved to approve the renewal application.  Seconded by Kavanaugh.  Motion carried 5-0-1, 
with Hooker abstaining.   
 
Denial of operator’s license.  Police Chief Ridgeway recommended denial of an operator’s 
license application for Jason M Grutt at Consumers Coop.  Weisenbeck moved to deny the 
application.  Seconded by Menke.  Motion carried.   
 
Update from Discover Durand – Kate Hartung, Discover Durand, updated the council on the 
activities of the tourism entity.  The group is focusing on developing a new website to promote 
tourism.  A contract has been signed with a company from Eau Claire.  Other plans and 
discussions include enhanced lighting along the river, sculptures in the downtown area, 
clocktower renovation and murals.  The group continues to meet on a regular basis.   
 
 



Annexation of parcel PID #004-00374-0001 from the Town of Durand.  At the request of 
Jarod Jereczek, Hooker moved to approve the petition to annex and to approve Annexation 
Ordinance 2026-01 to annex an approx. 2.5-acre parcel into the city limits (near South 
St/Marilyn Ave). Seconded by Roesler.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.   
 
Detachment of parcel PID #216-00920-0050 from the City of Durand.  At the request of 
Jarod Jereczek, Roesler moved to approve the petition to detach territory and Detachment 
Ordinance 2026-02 to detach approx. 2.3 acres from the City of Durand to the Town of Durand 
(PID #216-00920-0050. (near Grant St. and Marilyn Ave.).  Seconded by Weishapple.  Motion 
carried by roll call vote with all in favor.   
 
Madison St. project pay request #3.  Roesler moved to approve McCabe Construction pay 
request #3 for the Madison St. project in the amount of $849,712.40.  Seconded by Kavanaugh.  
Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.   
 
Bandshell repairs and renovation. Public Works Director Gilles reported that one bid was 
received for bandshell repairs and renovation from Durand Builders in the amount of $226,336. 
Gilles recommended awarding the bid to Durand Builders not to exceed $250,000 to ensure 
funds are available for any contingencies that may arise.  Hooker moved to approve the bid not 
to exceed $250,000.  Seconded by Roesler.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.  
Funds for repairs will be a combination of donations, general funds and possible borrowing.   
 
Water filtration project pay request #1.  Menke moved to approve Wapasha Construction 
Company pay request #1 in the amount of $5,842.50.  Seconded by Kavanaugh.  Motion carried 
by roll call vote with all in favor.   
 
Police Department updates 
 
Police Chief Ridgeway updated the council on the hiring of a new school resource officer.  
Interviews were held on July 7.  Members of the interview committee included school district 
leadership, public safety committee and city staff.  A consensus was made on who to 
conditionally hire.  Chief Ridgeway will perform the background checks and arrange testing.  
Administrator Carlson has the authority to offer the position to the candidate at the 
recommendation of Chief Ridgeway.   

 
Ridgeway also reported that staff shortages are being covered by current staff and Pepin 
County Sheriff’s office.  Overtime will be paid accordingly. 
 
Reports 
 
Mayor Patrick Milliren 

• A card of appreciation and thanks was received from the Heike family for the plant 
sent at the death of Bobby Heike. 

• A big congratulations to DIG for a great event on July 3 to celebrate the 250th birthday 
of America.  There was a lot of enthusiasm for the event and it was well received.   

• On July 14, elected officials, staff and community stakeholders will meet with SEH to 
share input on the long-range comprehensive plan.  

• Music in the Park will be held on July 15.   
  
Administrator Tracy Carlson 

• Reminder about the July 14 meeting for the long-range comprehensive plan.   

• Deputy Clerk, Jenni King has been going through old files and finding minutes, 
ordinances and resolutions that were never filed properly.  She is also working the 
Pepin Cty Historical Society to update the display cases in City Hall.   

• Innovative Grant dollars have been received. 



• Carlson presented a new city logo idea, which modernizes the current logo (created 
by J. King).  Council agreed to the design, which will slowly be implemented.   

 
Police Chief Stan Ridgeway 

• Staffing remains a concern.   

• National Night Out is Aug. 4 (5pm -8pm).  Assistance is needed because of staffing 
shortages.   

 
Public Works/Utilities Director Matt Gilles 

•  6th Ave. E is ready to be paved.   

• Madison St. project is ahead of schedule.  

• RBC project is moving forward and should be completed by the end of Aug. 
 
Durand Ambulance – Director Angie Bignell absent.  Report submitted.   
 
Vouchers: Motion by Weisenbeck and seconded by Menke to approve presented vouchers # 
31715 to 31760 in the amount of $132,408.34.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.   
 
A closed session was listed on the agenda for potential discussion on police department staffing 
and issues.  Mayor Milliren announced that there was no need for a closed session at this time.   
 
Hooker moved and Weishapple seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:02 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Mayor Patrick J Milliren  City Administrator, Tracy Carlson 

 
 


